On the estimation of the distribution of the latent period of multiple sclerosis.
A widely accepted hypothesis is that the initiation of multiple sclerosis occurs many years before the clinical onset of disease. Thus far, attempts to describe the characteristics of the latent period have depended entirely on ad hoc methods relying heavily on the results of migrant studies. Here, by introducing a stochastic model to describe the initiation-onset process, the distribution of the latent period is estimated, and several important consequences for multiple sclerosis discussed.